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Commanding Officer of the Flagship was away, for a
matter of an hour or two, and had left a warrant officer in
charge: the Head Soldier's Delegate of the day was
replaced by one who was even more radical; further, a
collection of men amounting to about a fifth of the crew
of the Flagship, under the leadership of a e Spartakist '-
minded leading stoker, had formed themselves into a
Red Guard.
The internment was fruitful ground for the growth of
unrest. The isolation from the outside world and the
spiritually monotonous and physically easy round of duty
which left them plenty of time to themselves had con-
siderably increased their desire for the sensational. The
wireless news, the Press, and letters, with their accounts
of the street fighting which had occurred during January
1919, in Berlin and other parts of Germany, but par-
ticularly the news of the death of Liebknecht and Rosa
Luxemburg, had evoked universal excitement. From this
attitude of mind a strong resentment had grown up
against all persons, who, the masses took for granted, did
not understand their exaggerated desires and would refuse
and hinder them ; the officers were, of course, reckoned
on being the chief of those in opposition to them.
The major portion of the crews thought themselves
well entitled to unusual privileges. They lived in the belief
that with the leading over of the ships and the taking
over of the internment responsibility by the Government,
they had proved of the utmost service and, indeed,
as they no longer considered themselves liable for military
duties they merely carried on voluntarily. They awaited
to be singled out before all the rest of the personnel of
the Navy, in keeping with the spirit of the times, for a
special reward.
Through letters from home one learned that the con-